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Guidelines for Contributors
World Politics publishes scholarly articles and review articles that address theoretical and
empirical questions on topics in international relations, comparative politics, national
development, political economy, and various related subfields. Review articles differ
from conventional book reviews. In addition to describing the contents of a number of
thematically related works, the review essay should advance the reader’s understanding
of one or more of the major substantive or methodological themes suggested by those
works.
The journal does not publish opinion pieces, policy pieces, articles expounding political
theory, historical articles, or narratives of a current affairs or journalistic nature.
Statements of fact and opinion appearing in World Politics are made on the responsibility
of the author alone and do not imply the endorsement of the editors or publisher.
Manuscripts should be submitted with an abstract to Manuscript Central at
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/wp. Manuscript texts should be double spaced, and the
word count should be indicated. Research articles and review articles may be up to
12,500 words in length, including notes and references. Tables, figures, appendixes, and
material need not be included in the word count. Supplementary material should be of
reasonable length. Address: WORLD POLITICS, Princeton Institute for International and
Regional Studies, Aaron Burr Hall, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544. E-mail:
jscharfs@princeton.edu.
World Politics has a firm and long-standing policy of not considering material that has
already been published, has been concurrently submitted elsewhere, or is already slated
for publication even in somewhat different form; this policy applies to both print and
online formats. Authors who believe that there may be a problem in this regard are asked
to contact the editorial office immediately.
Procedures for reviewing manuscripts are based on the anonymity of the author and the
confidentiality of readers’ and editors’ reports; author anonymity is preserved, as well,
during the editorial decision-making process. Self-references should therefore be
removed. Referees are drawn from Princeton and other institutions; published articles
have usually been reviewed by the editors and at least two readers from other institutions.
Referees for the previous calendar year are acknowledged in the October issue of the
journal. Authors can expect to receive decisions on their submissions within four months.
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In the case of an article deemed to be inappropriate for World Politics, the editors will
notify the author that the article has been withdrawn from consideration.
Authors of published articles will receive gratis a copy of the issue in which the article
appears and a PDF file of the article.
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